
 
 
 
 

 
Day 3 

A Healthy Prairie 
 
 

Terms: 
• Nitrogen 
• Biodiversity 
• Precipita6on 
• Chlorophyll 
• Protein 
• Aboveground Net Primary Produc6on (ANPP) 

 

Concepts Covered: 
• Role of precipita6on in plant growth. 
• How levels of precipita6on affect ANPP. 
• What grazing animals get from ea6ng grass. 
• Limita6ons to plant growth. 
• How the prairie gets nitrogen. 
• How to measure the health of the prairie (or any ecosystem). 
• Importance of na6ve species in an ecosystem.  
• Defini6on of ecological “producers” and “consumers”. 

 
Next Genera6on Science Standards Covered: 

• Small changes in one part of a system might cause large changes in another part = MS-LS2-4 
• Cause and effect rela=onships may be used to predict phenomena in natural systems – MS-LS1-8, 

MS-LS3-2 
• Systems may interact with other systems; they may have sub-systems and be a part of larger 

complex systems – MS-LS1-3 
• Cause and effect rela=onships may be used to predict phenomena in natural or designed systems 

– MS-LS2-1 
• Science assumes that objects and events in natural systems occur in consistent paIerns that are 

understandable through measurement and observa=on – MS-LS2-3 
• PaIerns can be used to iden=fy cause and effect rela=onships – MS-LS2-2 
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