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Eagle Scout Takes on Task of Hokanson Refurbishment

-

Hokanson homestead refurbi shment. Add to that
equation one 14-year-old Eagle Scout, Wade

asassistant of ValerieWright our Environmental
Educator. -

Walker and other members
of Troop#74 arehelping
renovate the homestead for a
chanceat theWilliamT.
Hornaday Award for
Digtinguished Serviceto
Natural Resource
Conservation. Theaward was
devel oped to encourage scouts
todesign, lead and complete
conservation projects based
on sound scientific principlesand practices. An
important part of the experienceisworkingwitha
professional inanatural resource position.

TheKonzaPrairiewasanatura choicefor
Walker.

“I'veawaysredly liked theenvironment and
nature. Being ascout wedo alot of camping and all
that outdoor stuff,” hesaid.

It also doesn't hurt that hisaunt Nancy
M cClanathan isadocent and hismom, Connie
Walker isaparticipating teacher in the Schoolyard
LTER program.

Walker’sroleincludesobtaining bidsfrom
contractors, organizing volunteersand drawingup a
construction schedule.

Barn, spring house to be renovated

Volunteer labor plusfunding and toolsequalsthe

Shed to be refurbished. Photo by Tawnya Ernst

The project hasbeen “ s ow-going but | expect to
get busy here soon,” Walker said. Oneof Walker’s

first tasks hasbeen to drum up additional $4,000
Walker, who'staken thelead to completethe project funding. Grantshave been awarded to KEEP

including $750 Wadereceived from Youth as

: Resources, $2,000 from
Outdoor WildLife
Learning Sites(OWLYS)
and $5,000 fromthe
BessSpivaTimmons
grant.

But don't think
Walkerisgoingtobe
stuck behind adesk for
the project.

“There'sgoingto be
alot of physical labor
involved.”

Trail work could begin soonfor Walker and
Troop #74if wesather, suppliesand time permit.

In addition to the construction of a3/4 mile
wood-chipped trail around Hokanson, the barn will
be refurbished; thewooden shed will betaken down
and asdf-contained toilet systemwill beinstalled.

Birdsfromwrensto barn owlswill haveanew
placeto roost and eat when morethan 25 bird
housesand anumber of bird feedersareinstalled.

Most of theimprovementswill bedoneby
volunteers, including the scout troop and the K-State
Student Chapter of the Associate Genera
Contractors (AGC) and KPRNA staff.

by Tawnya Ernst

Inside

PrariePatter............ 2
Docent Committee...2
Docent Recruitment..2

Not QuiteKonza........3
Acknowledgments......3
LTER Review............. 4

Editors’ Notes
Chief Editors: Susan Baleand TawnyaErnst

We encourage our readers to contribute articles,
photos, snippets or ideas for future issues.Y ou may contact
us at: shale@oz.oznet.ksu.edu or ternst@oz.oznet.ksu.edu




jﬁ@a Ple Datteﬁ@

Dr. Valerie Wright

Education Coordinator

After along and warmautumnwehavebeenenjoyinga
mildwinter. Thebenefitsof thisweather havebeenin
workingoutside. Tom Van SlykeandJim Larkinshave
improvedthebridgeover KingsCreek at theHokanson
Homestead thispast week. Thecreek had gradually
removed thegravel under thetwo small tubes. They
replaced thosewith onefour foot oval tubeand fixedthe
sidessothat water would overflow thecrossing smoothly.
Thistypeof bridgedesigniscalleda“low-water crossing”
becauseit allowsadry bridgeduringlow water.

But during ahighwater event, thecreek spillsover the
top of thebridge, often carrying largetreesand other debris
withit. Thedesignworkswell onour intermittent dry and
flooded creeks.

DorisBurnett hastaken onthejob of organizing
publicity for docent recruitment. Shehasset up somenew
waysof gettingtheword out, including aradiointerview on

AM Live(13500nyour dia), at 8:30a.m. February 17th.
CharlieGiven and | will talk about the docent program and
answer calersquestions.

Verlyn Richardshasagreedtohelpout Jim Craigwith
docent scheduling. Verlyn has already added some good
ideas for organizing our computer files. He and Jim both
have good computer skills, which helps me alot.

Jean Craighasagreedtobechair of theKonzaActivities
Committee, whichmeansweget to enjoy her home-made
cookiesagainthisyear. She' Il need volunteersfor various
events. Pleasegiveher acall if you can help.

We are reorganizing the Konza office to fit in a desk
and new computer stationfor Jan Evans, who hasbeen
hel ping me part-time for the last six months. Thiswill
relieve the congestion from two people working from the
same desk. Come in and see our new digs!

Docent Committee Important Part of Training Program

TheKonzadocent committeerecently wel comed four
new memberstoitstable.

DorisBurnett, Verlyn Richards, Page Twiss, and
Jan Evansarenow onboard. Theyjoinchair, Charlie
Given, Jocelyn Baker, Carol Hoogheem, John
Tatarko, and Jan Olewnik. Jim Craigand Phoebe

On the Lookout for New Docents

New Docent Orientation
Tuesday, February 22
~ 7:00 p.m., 221 Ackert Hall
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Samelson areex-officiomembers.

Thedocent committeewasestablished asabranch of the
Friendsof theK onzaEducationa Committee.

“The docent committee was started out to be ago
between for the docents and administration,” Given said.
“It’s devel oped into considerably more and has taken over
quite a bit of responsibility from the Friends education
committee.”

The committee typically consists of seven members
solicited from the pool of new and experienced docents.

So what exactly does the committee do?

The committee, which meets on a monthly basis, is the
source of representation for all docents. The committee
along with the docent coordinator and education coordina-
tor, ValerieWright, hel pskeep thedocent programontrack.

Thecommitteeisresponsiblefor production of thedocent
handbook and may recommend new material by collecting
suggestionsfrom docentsand others.

Committee members recruit new docents and may
recommend training subjects for the docent program.

Y early evaluations of the docent program are a'so
completed by a member(s) of the committee.

In September, the committee isin charge of recogniz-
ing docent accomplishments at graduation.
by Tawnya Ernst




The REU Experience

Ask Molly Magill what “REU” meansto her and
hands-on education, side-pool dynamicsand friendshipswill
likely bein her answer.

Magill, aK-State senior in microbiology wasoneof 10
studentsfrom acrossthe country participating in the Research
Experiencefor Undergraduates (REU) program on the
Konzathissummer. REU isanationwide program sponsored
by the Nationa Science
Foundation. Theprogram
providesopportunitiesfor
undergraduate studentsto
participateinresearchin
thefieldsof science, math
or engineering. Each
student worksclosdly with
faculty, post-docsand/or
graduate studentsona
specific project. Magill
paired up with Walter
Dodds, aK-State
biologist specidizingin
aquatic ecology.

“Side-pool Dynamics
of King'sCreek” project
wasthefocusof Magill’ssummer research. Magill sampled
seven side-pool sitesalong King's Creek, south of the Nature
Trail bridge. A side-pool iscreated when water levelsinthe
main channel riseandfal, leaving poolsor channel sisolated
fromtherest of the creek.

Magill compared the characteristic differences between
themain channel and the side-pools. Her research examined
how thewater turnover rate affected oxygenlevelsand
subseguent concentrations of compounds such asnitrate and
phosphates. Three of the seven side-poolsreveaed
sgnificantly lower oxygen and nitratelevel sthanthemain
channel. Magill said shebelievesthelower nitratelevelscould
be dueto ahigher amount of microbeswhich consume
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King's Ceek. by Tawriya Ernst
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nitrate. Magill’ sresearch effortsended with the programin
August, however the project could continue under anew
researcher, shesaid.

Magill and the other studentslogged in about 40 hoursa
week, sometimes staying onthe Konzafrom sunriseto
UNEL.

In additionto the research projects, the group attended
two classes: scientific ethicsand grasdand dynamicsto round
out their REU experience. Weekly case studiesintheethics
classwere causefor much debate, Magill said.

“Wewerealively bunch,” shesaid.

Thestudents' summer wasn’t all work and no play. The
group took field tripsto the Cheyenne Bottomsand the
SalinaLand I nstitute and went on atwo-week road trip to
Spokane, Washington, to attend an Ecologica Society of
AmericaConvention.

“It wasamazing how well wedll got along, becauseits
hardtofind 10 peoplethat mesh,” Magill said. “Westill keep
intouch.”

Thefriendships madethe research and educational
experience of the REU program that much moreworthwhile.

“It was one of the best experiencesfor me,” said Magill
who plansto pursue agraduate degreein microbiology. “ It
opened everybody’seyesupto al thepossibilitiesthat are
out there.”

Not Quite Konza

A littlebirdtold usthat someof our docentsare
performing doubleduties.

DorisBurnett, Carol and Hoogy Hoogheem, Cindy
and Gary Jeffrey, Gerry Snyder, Mar gy Stewart, and
Van Withee participatedinthe51st Manhattan Christmas
Bird Census, an Audubon sponsored event. They were
amongthe75
participantsthat
braved chilly weather
on December 18thto
countandidentify the
68,000 birds spotted
that day. Konza
Prairiewaspart of the
survey area, dthough
therearenofigures
avallablespecificdly
for Konza.

Docentswholearn
about nature, science, andlocal history outsideof their Konza
dutiesbring val uableknowledgeand experienceback tothe
rest of us.

by Tawnya Ernst

by Susan Bale




Konza LTER Review

In September, aprogram officer from the National By
Science Foundation (NSF) teamed up with sevenresearch
scientiststo evaluatethe KonzaLTER program.

investigatorshad been
conscientioudy and carefully
designedtoillusgtratetherange

and strength of their program,
Intheir review, they notethat KonzaLTER isa the capabilitiesof their
“magnet for publicinterest inthe natural world and investigators, andthe
knowledge of the scientific sudy of environmental process’ in advantageousfeaturesof their

thetall-grassprairie. They aso commend the successof the hE. site. Wefelt that they were open
related program’s Schoolyard LTER and KEEP. withthereview teaminther
discussonsof their Site,
Theteam also acknowledged that LTER may bea emphasizing their strengthsbut willing to recognizewhere
victimof it'sown success. Theincreasingpublicdemandmay  shortcomingsexisted. A great deal of attention had been paid
stretch the staff timeto the point wherethey cannot explore to making an effective presentation on their research. This,
new directions. They recommended that the University and wefed, reflectsthe substantial carethat they devotetothe
the LTER program increase staffing so theprogram overal program. Weleft the Konzaprairiewith very positive
administrator can seeadditional resources. feelings about the research program there and the progress
that ecologicd scienceislikely to makethrough their efforts.”t

Bison in pen. by Susan Bale

Following aretheteam’s” Reflectionson Site Visit”:
! Report to the National Science Foundation By the Site
“Overall, thesite-review teeamwasquiteimpressedthe  Review Team Evauating the Konzal ong-Term Ecological
KonzaLTER program. The presentationsby theKonza Research Site. Report Submitted 5 October 1999.
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